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ChemInform Abstract Under the conditions of the Ritter reaction, norbornene (I) affords the expected exo-configurated 2-acetyl derivative (III), whereas norbornadiene (IV) undergoes rearrangement of the cation intermediate to yield the tricyclene (V). The mechanism of its
formation is not quite clear. Brex-4-ene (VI) affords a mixture of products, whose main components are the exo and endo isomers (VII), which are formed via protonation at C-4 of the starting (VI). Brexa-3,8-diene (VIII) is protonated exclusively at C-5 to yield the product
(IX) after rearrangement of the cation intermediate. The methods described here establish a convenient access to the derivatives (III), (V) and (IX). Finally, the reactivities of the four starting compounds are compared. The reactivity follows this sequence: (IV)< (I) < (VI)
≈ (VIII).


